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landing at the mouth of the Peiho unopposed, and pushing up
the river drove the Chinese forces before them, stormed the
Taku forts, and reduced the local enemy commander to such
straits that he was glad to sign a convention for the peaceful
evacuation of Tientsin. Thence the advance was pressed
towards Pekin ; but while the Allies were halting some thirty
miles from the city in order to allow their supplies to catch
them up, negotiations were opened at the request of the
Chinese. This, however, was merely a device to gain time,
and as soon as this purpose had been achieved the British
envoys were treacherously set upon and taken prisoners.
Their treachery availed the enemy nothing, for their forces
were once more beaten in a brief combat at Palikao, and on
October 9 the Allies took possession of the Imperial capital.
The treaty of peace, re-stating and re-emphasising the terms of
that signed in 1842, was once more accepted and solemnly
ratified ; an indemnity was also exacted to cover part of the
cost of the expedition, which was withdrawn by the end of the
year, except for a garrison left at Tientsin until the completion
of the payment of the indemnity. British relations with China
were to continue peaceful for the next forty years.
3. The Suppression of the Boxer Rebellion in China, igoo-
zpoj.—In the early summer of 1900 the rise of a fanatical
Chinese sect known as the Boxers suddenly developed into a
national and anti-foreign movement, culminating in a series of
outrages and massacres of Christians and their adherents in the
Shantung and Chihli provinces. In mid-June the fanatics got
control of the capital, and closely invested the foreign legations
in which the European community had been collected for
safety. Urgent appeals for succour were at once despatched,
but an attempt to effect their relief by a composite naval
brigade from Tientsin proved premature ; Tientsin itself was
indeed for a time in danger and had to be succoured by a force
from Taku, which had been attacked and captured immediately
on receipt of the news of the outbreak. A contingent from
India under General Gaselee was then ordered to China, there
to form part of an Allied force comprising Japanese, German,
French, Russian, American, Austrian and Italian troops for
the rescue of the besieged Europeans in Pekin.
The British contribution to this international army num-
bered 8000 men, but half of these had to be left at Shanghai
to ensure the safety of that city. The rest were collected at
Tientsin by the end of July, and it was decided, after consider-
able discussion among the various commanders, that the
advance on the capital should be taken in hand at once. Some
30,000 mea were available, and proved amply sufficient to deal

